
Church in Revival 

Jill’s Dream about palace 

Matthew 21:12 ”Jesus entered the temple courts and drove out all who were buying and selling 
there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of those selling doves. 
13 “It is written,” he said to them, “„My house will be called a house of prayer,‟ but you are making 

it „a den of robbers.‟” 

14 The blind and the lame came to him at the temple, and he healed them. 15 But when the chief 
priests and the teachers of the law saw the wonderful things he did and the children shouting in 

the temple courts, “Hosanna to the Son of David,” they were indignant. 

16 “Do you hear what these children are saying?” they asked him. 

“Yes,” replied Jesus, “have you never read, 

“„From the lips of children and infants 

    you, Lord, have called forth your praise‟?” 

17 And he left them and went out of the city to Bethany, where he spent the night.” 

 

1.  What bring revival? 

 a.  Prayer, fasting, vicarious repentance 

 b.  Seeking the anointing and glory of God:  Being presence driven 

 c.  Unstructured services 

2.  What sustains revival? 

 a.  Prayer, fasting, humility, and living righteously 

 b.  Keep a new wineskin 

 c.  Careful to follow the Holy Spirit‟s leadership 

3.  Enemies of revival:  These dark spirits are fiercely generational, all of them 

counterfeit the Holy Spirit, all of them are connected to health problems, and will try to 

stop up the flow of the anointing and will hinder financial provision. 

 Leviathan:  Pride, Accuser, Confusion  (Job 41, Psalm 74:14-23, Psalm 104:26-

35, Isaiah 27, Revelation 13) 
o Scales: anger, rejection, fear, religion, shame, and lust 



o False revelations 
o Cold love, hard heart, stubborn, and strife 
o Brings death, destruction, and downfalls 

 Jezebel/Ahab: Control, Rebellion, Witchcraft (1 Kings 18-19, 2 Kings 9, Rev 2:20-
29) 

o Clairvoyant and psychic 
o Rebellious and disrespectful to authority and seeks to undermine authority 

and to discredit authority 
o Fear leading to control 
o Lustful, vindictive, power hungry, and demeaning to male authority 
o Goddess that sits over all forms of idolatry 
o Whoredoms and Error 
o Causes division, rebellion, and health problems 

 Religion/Antichrist:  Opposition to anointing, resisting free heart worship, 
opposing revival (Look in the Bible at the life of the Pharisees) 

o Appears pious and religious and knowledgeable 
o Critical, fault-finding, judgmental, and debating 
o Uses the scriptures to bring death 
o Hates the anointing and his gifts at work 
o Brings spiritual death instead of life (like a wet blanket over revival fire) 

 Python:  Counterfeit to Holy Spirit and his gifts (Acts 16:16) 
o False visions, dreams, and prophetic utterances 
o It is the spirit of divination 
o Squeezes the spiritual life out of people and ministries 
o Also connected with health problems 

 
4.  Moving into a place of freedom that brings promotion 

 a.  Generational iniquity drives 

 b.  True surrender and cleansing (fire of God burn out all that needs to go) 

 c.  Obedience 

5.  Look for the positive characteristics 

 a.  God‟s glory 

 b.  Not competing with others 

 c.  Giving Holy Spirit Lordship  

 d.  Kingdom minded 

 e.  Honoring others and other ministries 

 f.  Using godly authority but not oppressively controlling 



 g.  Having eternal mindset 

 h.  Preaching uncompromising truth with sound doctrine 

i.  Encouraging people to have a strong prayer life and study the word for 

themselves 

 j.  Pure motives 

Personal checklist for freedom:  satan control people through pride, fear, 

unforgiveness, and rebellion in their lives 

Pride and Leviathan: 

 False humility 

 Hate to be corrected or disciplined 

 Blaming others (even blaming the devil) 

 Independence 

 Critical or fault-finding of others 

 Moving into battles in presumption 

 Cannot take constructive criticism 

 Defend pet doctrines and very territorial 

 Have difficulty admitting wrong and/or apologizing 

 Difficulty submitting to authority (have relational issues with people in authority over you) 

 Don't understand how to show respect to those in authority over you 

 Lack of patience with others in their sin 

 Self Righteousness and spiritual pride (taking pride in what God has done in your life) 

 Performance measuring and measuring success about external things 

 Desiring and yearning for praise and compliments 

 Rejoicing in the Failures of others 

 You compulsively defend yourself (against wrong impressions or criticism) 

 Fake or exaggerate knowledge (one upping people) 

 Not risk takers (play it safe and want to be admired doesn't want to fail) 

 Cannot praise others or give proper honor 

 Compulsive interrupting people or talk continually dominating the conversation 

Confrontation, pride of life, pride of the world, lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes, deceptive, unteachable, deceitful, 

cunning, self-seductions, self-centered, self absorbed, self-will, suspicious, gluttony, loftiness, arrogance, confusion, 

hatred, intolerance, haughty looks, retaliation, unforgiving, depression, rejection, suicide, guilt, perfectionism, 

unfairness, fantasy, anger, possessive, frustration, strife, contention, lust, pride of body, pride of intellect, pride of 

sexual power, Pride of material wealth, pride of power, pride of money, Idolatry, hard hearted, stubborn, 

contesting/debating, impatient, disobedient, critical, judgmental, selfish, bragging, exaggerating, lazy, bullying, 

backbiting, betrayal, pride in spiritual things, false humility, questioning everything/argumentative, and remember 

knowledge puffs up. 

Jezebel, rebellion, control, and witchcraft 

Do you see: 

 Patterns of desolation, barreness, and lack of fulfillment 

 Patterns of fear, terror, and anxiety attacks 

 Addictions or eating disorders 

 Insecurity and inferiority 

 Problem submitting to authority 



 Division in relationships and organizations 

 Extreme Jealousy 

 Prophetic ministry used to manipulate for money, position, or to gain attention 

 Gossip and false accusations 

 Codependent behavior and need to control relationships or others 

 Sexual seduction to gain control 

 Refusal to repent or ask for forgiveness; also refusal to forgive others to stay in control 

 Manipulation of others to gain control 

 History of chronic dissatisfaction 

 Extreme interest in activities that consume majority of time, such as success or sports 

 Family history of idolatry of any kind 

 Struggles with doubt and unbelief concerning God‟s faithfulness to his word 

 A history of backsliding 

 Performance-orientation and perfectionism 

 Having continually to “prove” one‟s self worth 

Do you ever tell others “I can‟t seem to find my place?”  Have you experienced times when you seem to not “fit” in 

your local church?   Do you move from one congregation or ministry to the other to “find your spot?”  Have you 

noticed that it is difficult to for you to find any sense of peace of fulfillment in life?  These are all symptoms that the 

Jezebel spirit and her tools of deception and temptation are working against your freedom.  The Jezebel spirit 

attempts to deceive you into believing that you do not belong or that others are continually rejecting you.   

Pray repenting of:   

 Manipulation, intimidation, or any form of controlling others in any way 

 Controlling prayers over others, or any form of seeking to control others 

 Lustful behavior and sexual sins or unfaithfulness of any kind 

 Idolatry of any kind (worship of other gods in your life or family) an idol is anything put before God 

 Rebellion, disrespect toward authority, gossip, slander, or sowing division 

 Vindictive, seeking revenge, resentful, and bitter (not forgiving to control others) 

Religion, Pharisee, Antichrist spirit 

1. Will often see their primary mission as the tearing down of whatever they believe is wrong. Such a person„s 
ministry will result more in division and destruction than in lasting works that are bearing fruit for the kingdom.  

2. Will be unable to accept a rebuke, especially from those they judge to be less spiritual than themselves. Think back 
on how you responded the last few times someone tried to correct you.  

3. Will have a philosophy that, „I will not listen to people, but only to God.‟ Since God frequently speaks through 
people, this is an obvious delusion, revealing serious spiritual pride.  

4. Will be inclined to see more of what is wrong with people, other churches, etc., than what is right with them. From 
the valley John saw Babylon, but when he was carried to a high mountain, he saw the New Jerusalem (see Rev 
21:10). If we are only seeing Babylon, it is because of our perspective. Those who are in a place of true vision will 
have their attention on what God is doing, not men.  

5. Will be subject to an overwhelming feeling of guilt that they can never measure up to the Lord‟s standards. This is 
a root of the religious spirit because it causes us to base our relationship with him on our performance rather than on 
the cross. Jesus has already measured up for us. He is the completed work that the Father is seeking to accomplish 
within us. Our whole goal in life should be simply to abide in him.  

6. Will keep score on their spiritual life. This includes feeling better about ourselves because we go to more meetings, 
read our Bibles more, do more things for the lord, etc. These are all noble endeavors, but the true measure of 
spiritual maturity is getting closer to the Lord.  



7. Will believe that they have been appointed to fix everyone else. These persons become the self-appointed 
watchmen, or sheriffs, in God„s kingdom. They are seldom involved in building, but serve only to keep the church in a 
state of annoyance and agitation, if not causing serious divisions.  

8. Will have a leadership style which is bossy, overbearing, and intolerant of the weakness or failure of others. James 
said: ‗But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy, and good fruits, 
unwaverying, with-out hypocrisy. And the seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown in peace by those who make 
peace (James 3:17-18).  

9. Will have a sense that they are closer to God than other people, or that their lives or ministries are more pleasing 
to him. This is a symptom of the profound delusion that we draw closer to God because of who we are, rather than 
than through Jesus.  

10. Will take pride in their spiritual maturity and discipline, especially as compared to others. True spiritual maturity 
involves growing up into Christ. When we begin to compare ourselves to others, it is obvious that we have lost sight 
of the true goal-Jesus.  

11. Will believe that they are on the „cutting edge‟ of what God is doing. This includes thinking that we are involved in 
the most important thing that God is doing.  

12. Will have a mechanical prayer life. When we start feeling relief when our prayer time is over or we have prayed 
through our prayer list, we should consider our condition. We will never feel relief when our conversations are over 
with the one we love.  

13. Will do things in order to be noticed by people. This is a symptom of the idolatry of fearing people more than we 
fear God, which results in a religion that serves men instead of God.  

14. Will be overly repulsed by emotionalism. When people who are subject to a religious spirit encounter the true life 
of God, it will usually appear to them to be excessive, emotional, and carnal. True passion for God is often emotional 
demonstrative, such as David exemplified when he brought the ark of God into Jerusalem (see 2Sam 6:14-16).  

15. Will use emotionalism as a substitute for the work of the Holy Spirit. This seems contradictory to the previous 
point, but the religious spirit will often take contradictory positions in its drive for self-preservation and exaltation. This 
use of emotionalism will include such things as requiring weeping and wailing as evidence of repentance, or ‗falling 
under the power„ as evidence that one has been touched by God. Both of these can be evidences of the true work of 
the Holy Spirit. It is when we require these manifestations that we are beginning to move in another spirit.  

During the Great Awakening, Jonathon Edwards„ meetings would often have some of the toughest, most rebellious 
men falling to the ground and staying there for up to twenty-four hours. They got up changed, and such strange 
manifestations of the Holy Spirit fueled the Great Awakenings. Even so, Edwards stated that people faking the 
manifestations did more to bring an end to the Great Awakening than the enemies of the revival!  

16. Will be encouraged when their ministries look better than others. We could include in this being discouraged 
when it seems that others are looking better or growing faster than we are.  

17. Will glory more in what God did in the past than in what he is doing in the  

present. God has not changed- he is the same yesterday, today, and forever. The veil has been removed, and we 
can be as close to God today as anyone ever has been in the past. A religious spirit will always seek to focus on our 
attention on works and on making comparisons, rather than on simply drawing closer to the Lord.  

18. Will tend to be suspicious of, or to oppose, new movements, churches, etc. This is an obvious symptom of 
jealousy, a primary fruit of the religious spirit, or the pride that asserts that God would not do anything new without 
doing it through us. Of course, those with such a mentality are seldom used by the Lord to birth new works.  

19. Will tend to reject spiritual manifestation that they do not understand. This is a symptom of the pride and 
arrogance of presuming that our opinions are the same as God„s. True humility keeps us teachable and open, 
patiently waiting for the fruit before making judgments. True discernment enables us to look for the hope for the best, 
not the worst. For this reason, we are exhorted to ‗examine everything carefully; hold fast to that which is good„ [not 
what is bad] (1Thess 5:21).  

20. Will overreact to carnality in the church. The truth is, there is probably fare more carnality in the church, and a lot 
less of the Holy Spirit, than even the most critical person has guessed. It is important that we learn to discern 



between them in order to be delivered from our carnality and grow in our submission to the Holy Spirit. But the critical 
person will annihilate those who may still be 60 percent carnal, but were 95 percent carnal last year. Instead we need 
to recognize that people are making progress, and do what we can to help them along the way.  

21. Will overreact to immaturity in the church. There is an immaturity that is acceptable to the Lord. My two-year-old is 
immature when compared to my nine-year-old, but that is to be expected. In fact, he may be very mature for a two-
year-old. The idealistic religious spirit only sees the immaturity, without considering the other important factors.  

22. Will be overly prone to view super-natural manifestations as evidence of God‟s approval. This is just another form 
of keeping score and comparing ourselves with others. Some of Jesus„ greatest miracles, such as walking on water, 
were seen by only a few. He was doing his works to glorify the Father, not himself. Those who use the evidence of 
miracles to promote and build their own ministries and reputations have made a serious departure from the patch of 
life.  

23. Will be unable to join anything that they do not deem perfect or nearly perfect. The Lord joined, and even gave his 
life for the fallen human race. Such is the nature of those who abide in him.  

24. Will be overly paranoid of the religious spirit. We do not get free from something by fearing it, but by overcoming it 
with faith in Christ Jesus.  

25. Will have the tendency to glory in anything but the cross of Jesus, what he has accomplished, and who he is. If 
we are building our lives, ministries, or churches on anything but these, we are building on a shaky foundation that 
will not stand.‖ (List taken from Rick Joyner„s book Overcoming a Religious Spirit)  

 

 

 


